hydrocephalus. A mark on the side of the nose has been the cause of it, by inducing the child to look habitually towards its nose.
In short, whatever leads to the one set of oblique muscles to act more powerfully than the others may produce it. Treatment.?According to Dr Davis,1 a cure may be effected by very simple means, viz., by applying a piece of sticking-plaster spread on bright-coloured silk, and placing it in such a position as to attract the eyes to the opposite side to which they are naturally inclined.
By this means the preternatural contraction of the oblique muscles may be overcome. In regard to the position of the crib in which the child sleeps, it ought not to be placed with its side to the light. It She was not at her full time, having altered on the 10th May, and the child gave unquestionable signs of being premature, as its upper extremities were onlythree and a half inches in length, the arm being one and a half inch, and the forearm two inches?a circumstance which indicates that the child was little beyond the seventh month or commencement of the eighth month. The child had six fingers on each hand, all of which had nails. There were talipes varus of both feet, and the anus was occluded. There were several marks on the head, as if the result of blows. The patient stated that five of her children were born in the eighth month, and died soon after birth. One of these had twelve fingers and twelve toes?a peculiarity which seemed to be hereditary, as both father and grandfather had had the same. She accounted for the appearances on the child's head by her having been knocked down and kicked on the abdomen by a drunk man on the 1st January. The child took some food and its bowels were moved, but the evacuation passed through the vagina. It died the following day at 9 a.m. If it is strong, of robust constitution, and more especially if it is in the country, the teeth will in general begin to make their appearance about the fourth month; but even should this not be the case, the child may at that time be gradually accustomed to spoon food, more especially if the mother has only scanty supply of milk, or if she feels nursing begins to tell on her constitution. The sort of spoon-meat which is most suitable for an infant at that period of life should consist of stale bread soaked in water, and after the water is strained off, a little new milk and sugar should be poured over it, and then it should be carefully bruised down before the child is fed with it. This is infinitely better than the more fashionable food composed of rusks, which is the most indigestible food an infant can take; at the same time it contains little or no nourishment. It is in consequence the cause of serious irritation and diarrhoea. Next to the bread-saps, as it is called by the nurses, the best food for the infant is thin well-boiled porridge and milk. It ought to be made by putting the meal into cold water, then straining off the liquid and boiling it down to a pulp. This is not only very nourishing but easily digested, and the child soon becomes very fond of it.
(To be continual.)
